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Billions of Kwhr 





HOW WILL YOU BE 
FIXED IN DECEMBER? 


The load curve is still going up! How will it look 
four months from now? Capacitors 
can help you deliver more kilowatts—quickly, and 
at low cost—now—when you need them. 
Even if the power factor of your system is as 
high as 95 per cent, you should check into the 
possibilities of increasing kilowatt 
capacity of generators, transmission lines and 
transformers—of cutting losses—and of reducing voltage 


G-E Pyranol® capacitors, including the 25-kvar pole-mounted drop—by immediate installation of capacitors. 
unit, can be shipped from stock. They can be in service, helping 
you meet demands, in a matter of weeks. They are one of the most 


reliable pieces of equipment you can install, Capacitor kilovars are 
the lowest-cost means of gaining kw capacity on existing systems. G i N t & A [ F L é C T 3 
Apporatus Dept., General Electric Company, Schenectady 5, N. Y 4? 
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Go. 2 is 


The Electrical Week 


Public power leads the news again this week. The 
Reclamation Bureau hasn’t announced it, but it plans 
a 10-year expansion program which would cost 
$1,416,933,127 for power alone, and which would add 
7,392,600 kw to the capacity it already operates or 
markets . . . States in the Colorado River’s upper 
basin have agreed upon a compact for distribution of 
the stream’s flow . . . Back in Washington, Reclama- 
tion is planning to ask Congress for a steam plant at 
Velarde, N. M. At least part of the justification for it 
is expected to be based on atomic load at Los Alamos, 
N. M. The use of the atomic justification for federal 
steam capacity seems to be growing... And in 
Knoxville, TVA Chairman Gordon Clapp told ELEc- 
TRicAL Wortp that the federal government should 
hasten funds for New Johnsonville if it plans to stay 
in the electric power business. 






























































































Corporations, including utilities, who claim that they 
are owned by the “peepul’” have been set back on their 
heels by the Federal Reserve Board. Excluding Govern- 
ment Savings Bonds, only 6,000,000 of the nation’s 145,- 
000,000 persons own stocks and bonds. Mr. and Mrs. Aver- 
age American prefer bank deposits and government bonds, 


an FRB survey revealed. 













Tennessee political maneuvering has engulfed the 
TVA steam plant issue. The day Congress recon- 
vened, Rep Estes Kefauver, candidate for the 
Democratic senatorial nomination from Tennessee, 
introduced a bill appropriating $4,000,000 to start the 
New Johnsonville plant. Sen. Tom Stewart, who is 
‘eeking renomination, countered next day with a bill 
authorizing the project. Not to be outdone, the other 
Tennessee senator, Kenneth McKellar, followed up 


with an authorizing measure in the form of a joint 
resolution. 


















Because Congress did succeed in achieving a little 
economy in the Commerce Department’s budget for statis- 
tical services (45% under fiscal 1947) the agency is going 
lo eliminate and curtail certain reports. One of those to 
be dropped is a survey of “the production of electric 





ELECTRICAL WORLD e@ August 7, 1948 


ELECTRICAL 





wortiobD 





power plants.” No doubt FPC and EEI are girding them- 
selves for the additional load. 


Interesting Statistics Dept: Francis McQuillen, of 
West Penn Power Co. figured out the other day that 
power salesmen spend only 96 days a year across the 
table from customers, selling direct. At that rate, in 
the next four years theyll have to sell 7,800 kw of 
new load an hour to sell 4 kw where they sold 3 kw 


in the last four years. 
answer he says. 


Mechanized selling is the 


Army Engineers are planning to make cost and feasi- 
bility studies of protective works for big hydro dams. 
Means of sheltering such projects from air attacks, includ- 
ing A-bombs, and sabotage during war will be considered. 
Munitions Board recommended the study. 


Many midwestern companies are now working on 
plans for the day when load building will have to 
begin again in earnest. This day they expect to 
arrive in 1951 and are planning to have sales forces 
properly built and trained by then. 


We see by the papers that “stocks broke one to seven 
points on President Truman’s call for the re-assembling 
of Congress on July 26.” Other things which this call 
broke were the hearts of the GOP leadership. 


Federal Power Commission may get a new look— 
a Republican look—next year. Dewey, if elected, will 
have two appointments to make—for the balance of 
the 1947-1952 term now being filled by interim 
appointee Thomas C. Buchanan and the seat occupied 
by Leland Olds, whose term expires in June. The 
GOP now is charged with only one member, Commis- 
sioner Claude Draper, so the odds favor two Repub- 
lican appointees. A member of the New York Public 
Service Commission is reportedly slated for one job. 


The Gas Appliance Manufacturers Association reports 
that sale of gas ranges for the first five months of 1948 
reached the record total of 1,172,000 ranges, 24.3% above 
the corresponding period of 1947. 









$1.4 Billion Reclamation Program 
Would Up Capacity 7,392,600 Kw 


A RECLAMATION BUREAU “Marshall 
Plan” for the western United States 
came to light by accident this week. It 
calls for: 

1. 7,392,600 kw of new generating 
capacity. 

2. Expenditure of $1,416,933,127 for 
power facilities alone. 

3. 19,715 miles of new transmission 
lines, 23 kv or above. 

4. Annual power revenues of $123,- 
300,000. 

5. Construction of four thermal elec- 
tric plants, three in California. 

This Reclamation Bureau program 
would be completed by June 30, 1957. 
Costs cited above do not include those 
of irrigation works or joint facilities 
but are for power facilities alone. 

Questionable part of the 10-year 
program, Reclamation says, “is not 
whether this large development is war- 
ranted but whether this development 
will be large enough and soon enough 
to meet growing needs.” 

In addition to the expenditures cited 
above, the plan would require an addi- 
tional $393,355,787 in power invest- 
ment. This would be made to complete 
projects begun during the 10-year pro- 
gram but not completed by June 30, 
1947. 





FROM THE AIR one gets this view of construction work at Davis Dam. 
Area at left is old river bed, now nearly pumped 


rado is flowing through diversion channel. 


dry in preparation for construction of main dam. 


The 10-year program, Reclamation 
asserts, will “supplement and parallel” 
expansion of privately owned power 
facilities. But it will not “over-lap” 
private power. Part of its market the 
Bureau expects to fined in Alameda, 
Lodi, Roseville, Redding, Santa Clara, 
Sacramento, and Palo Alto, Calif. 

Looped transmission lines are pro- 
jected to Klamath Falls, Ore., and 
Reno, Nev. Mineral development of 
the Snake Basin in Idaho is foreseen as 
one result of the 10-year power pro- 
gram. Other demand is anticipated 
from the Utah-Nevada mining area. 

While projecting this extensive hydro 
program, the Bureau is considering sev- 
eral types of power production. It can’t 
foresee that new methods will be de- 
veloped soon enough or in sufficient 
volume to displace hydroelectric power. 
It notes that atomic power can’t yet be 
seen as a replacement for hydro pro- 
duced at multiple-purpose projects at 
an overall cost of 5 mills or less. 

Reclamation forsees increased rev- 
enue per kwhr over that it commands 
today. This it finds true because more 
power will be sold at wholesale dis- 
tribution points and less at the dam. 
Also, future hydro costs per kw must 
be higher to reflect increased develop- 


The Colo- 


Project in center, at left of man-made 


canal is power plant intake leading to five 45,000-kw units (EW, July 24, p 5) 


4 


ment costs. Cost estimates for the ]0. 
year program are based on 1947 prices, 

The four thermal electric plants pro. 
jected in the 10-year program would 
total 444,500 kw. A 240,000-kw plant 
is scheduled for completion at Tracy, 
Calif., in 1953. Two plants each 90,000 
kw, are scheduled for Fresno and 
Bakersfield in 1957. And Reclamation is 
ready to seek immediate authorization 
for a 22,500-kw plant at Velarde, N. M. 
for operation in 1950. At least part of 
Velarde’s justification is understood to 
be atomic load at Los Alamos, N. M. 

The program, more ambitious than a 
similar 6-year program disclosed last 
year by EvectrricaL WorLD, came to 
light as a result of a House Executive 
Expenditures Committee investigation 
of alleged propaganda activities. A 
copy of the 10-year program came into 
committee possession and was printed in 
its record. 

The program had been kept under 
cover by Reclamation since April 22. 
Then, Interior Secretary Krug declared 
that he would approve it but directed 
that it not be released until completion 
of the Bureau’s “entire program for 
irrigation and power development of 
the West.” 


Chelan County PUD Buys 
Portion of Utility System 


The Chelan County Public Utility 
District of Wenatchee, Wash., has pur- 
chased the Puget Sound Power & Light 
Co distribution system in Chelan, Doug- 
las and Grant Counties, according to an 
announcement by Frank McLaughlin, 
Puget Sound President. The sale price 
was $8,131,000. 

The company’s nearby  80,000-kw 
Rock Island hydroelectric generating 
plant on the Columbia River was not 
included. Seattle, Wash., City Light 
has expressed an interest in this plant. 

The properties sold are in central 
Washington, across the Cascade Moun: 
tains from the company’s main system 
in western Washington. Its operating 
problems are quite different from the 
western Washington system. 

“The City of Seattle has indicated 
that the acquisition of the company* 
facilities in the Seattle competitive areé 
is contingent upon Puget’s Rock Island 
plant being available for purchase by 
the city,” McLaughlin said. “The 
Chelan District has agreed not to oP 
pose the sale of the Rock Island plan! 
to the City of Seattle.” 

The Grant and Douglas County par’ 
of the property purchased will be taken 
over by PUD’s of those counties, 
cording to L. J. Richardson, president 


of the Chelan PUD. 
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Co’s Bull Shoals substation. 






Shoals Dam on the White River. 








UrpPER BASIN states of the Colorado 
River have divided their share of the 
stream’s annual flow. They will ratify 
a formal compact Oct 6 at Santa Fe, 
N. M. The agreement on division of 
water was put in writing July 22 in 
Vernal, Utah, at a meeting of compact 
commissioners from the five Upper 
Basin states. 

By the agreement, the 7,500,000 acre- 
ft per year apportioned to the Upper 
Basin goes 50,000 acre-ft to Arizona 
and the remaining 7,450,000 acre-ft to 
the four other states: 51.75% to Colo- 
rado, 23% to Utah, 14% to Wyoming, 
and 11.25% to New Mexico. The agree- 
ment assumes continued development 
under Reclamation law of mainstream 
regulating storage reservoirs above Lee 
Ferry to assure to the Lower Basin 
the 75,000,000 acre-ft in any ten-year 
period guaranteed by the overall Colo- 
tudo River compact of 1922. 

Several steps have to be taken before 
the Upper Basin compact becomes a 
lull-fledzed legal document. After 
formal signing Oct 6 at Bishop’s Lodge, 
Sante Fe, the site of the original Colo- 
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ormer 
A lead from the low side of the “pot” broke and fell against 
the transformer case. The transformer was used to supply power for construction of the Bull 
A minimum interruption resulted because of the coincidental 
arrival of a large transformer already on order for the station 


5 Upper Basin States Make Pact 
to Share Waters of Colorado River 


UP IN FLAMES goes a 3,000-kva_ transf 
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at the Arkansas Power & Light 





rado compact, the agreement will be 
presented to the legislatures of the five 
states next January for their approval. 
Next, it will go to Congress to be rati- 
fied by the legislative branch of the 
federal government. The entire process 
will take several months. 

Allocation of Upper Basin water by 
the Vernal meeting clears the highest 
hurdle in the path to agreement among 
the five states. A few minor matters— 
not related to the division of water—re- 
main to be settled before the October 
signing. 

Development of the upper river now 
can proceed without hindrance. For the 
last three years, the Bureau of Reclama- 
tion has refused to recommend any 
Colorado River projects until the states 
settled their water rights. No Upper 
Basin projects are immediately ready 
for recommendation. If any were ready, 
the Bureau certainly would consider 
recommending them to Congress on the 
basis of the present agreement, even 
before its final ratification. 

It so happens that Upper Basin proj- 
ects for which the Bureau has com- 


Editorial 
James H. 


years. 


pany, Inc. 


pleted its investigations are not able to 
stand on their own feet financially. To 
make them economically feasible, they 
need support from other projects on 
which studies are in progress. Reclama- 
tion will not ask Congress to authorize 
projects that cannot pay for themselves 
in a stipulated term of years. 

Pooling plans to permit use of power 
revenues from projects now under in- 
vestigation are needed to carry other 
projects—such as some of those for irri- 
gation only that produce too little in- 
come to amortize their cost. The plans 
to pool revenues will require agreement 
among the states as well as legislation 
by Congress. Before it can propose such 
plans, Reclamation must complete its 
studies of all projects involved. The 
mainstream storage dams power may be 
among the best sources of revenue. 

During fiscal 1949, the Bureau will 
continue its investigations of Upper 
Basin projects. One of the most promis- 
ing of these is the Central Utah project 
involving two large dams on the Green 
River, water diversion works, a collect- 
ing conduit, power features, and several 
reservoirs. Reclamation only recently 
started full-scale field investigation of 
this project. 


Refunding Issue Saves 
District from Bankruptcy 


Authorization of a $214,000 refunding 
bond issue has salvaged the Showlow- 
Silver Creek Water Conservation & 
Power District of Arizona from bank- 
ruptcy. 

The district faced collapse because its 
power revenue was unable to provide 
retirement of a $219,000 loan granted 
in 1941 by the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation. 

The bond issue will replace the orig- 
inal RFC loan and $101,000 will be set 
aside for construction of a power line 
between Holbrook and the district’s 
hydroelectric plant at Snowflake. The 
line will carry power from the Northern 
Arizona Power Co plant to augment the 
district’s own production. 

In approving the transaction, the RFC 
noted that while the arrangement will 
involve a $100,000 loss to the RFC, had 
the power district gone bankrupt it 
would have sustained an even greater 
expense in investing additional capital 
to make the project pay out. Also, power 
rates would have been increased. 
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Net Gain in Capacity 1,751,034 Kw in 6 Months 


The first half of 1948 is over. How successful has the electric utility 
industry been in adding capacity? What are the chances of achieving 
the industry’s 4,000,000-kw goal for 1948? The answers to these questions 
have come from figures compiled by the Federal Power Commission. 

In the first half of 1948, the industry added 1,783,469 kw of capacity 
and retired 32,435 kw for a net gain of 1,751,034 kw. Total capacity 
increased from 52,211,488 to 53,962,522 kw or 3.35%. Steam plants 
accounted for approximately two-thirds of the increase. Percentage-wise 
internal combustion plants showed the greatest increase, 15%. This was 
approximately 10% of the overall net increase, but the total in kilowatts 
is still but a minute part of all U. S. capacity. 

With construction progressing at a rapid rate in all sections, it seems 
to be a certainty that in the second half of the year, over 2,000,000 kw 
will go on the line. The 1948 total then would be very close to the goal 


set by the industry. 


How The Industry Added Kilowatts in First Half of 1948 


Steam Hydro Ic Total 
SE Fa hh da cneccvensdosencce 35,939,017 14,970,274 1,302,197 52,211,488 
EE IN Lok G chats hone dns va bes se ebbos 1,209,658 393,264 180,547 1,783,469 
ET a WR Sabi ciastacebeens ad obice 37,148,675 15,363,538 1,482,744 53,994,957 
NE ND os ce Poca vas caeda beeen 26,451 999 4,985 32,435 
PORE: RED. (bin ay cnwaly caw counntdcaen 37,122,224 15,362,539 1,477,759 53,962,522 
Se EE oes bin eed bbarebedhe 1,183,207 392,265 175,562 1,751,034 
Pe ID liar ccbacecaGedesausesees 3.3 2.6 15.0 3.35 





Range Installation Costs 
Make Retailers Unhappy 


The market for domestic electric 
ranges is better than ever before. In the 
first five months of 1948, manufacturers 
sold 538,212 ranges. In the same period 
of 1947, their sales totaled only 362,889. 
But the retailer handling ranges is un- 
happy and getting more unhappy. The 


cause is high installation costs, a very - 


important factor where the customer 
wants to replace a gas with an electric 
range. Electric water heaters which also 
require heavier wiring are also a prob- 
lem. 

But the National Electrical Retailers 
Association has decided to act. It is 
pushing a four-point economy program. 
The association wants: 

1. Adequate wiring in new houses 
when it is cheaper to install. 

2. “Pooling” of installations by con- 
tractors in a single city. If a few do 
most of the work, they can specialize 
and cut costs. 

3. Cooperation with local contractors 
and plumbers organizations in individ- 
ual cities to develop specialized cost- 
cutting programs. 

4. Modification of restrictive city and 
state building codes as they apply to 
wiring. 

The problem for the retailer is be- 
coming more difficult because many 
utilities which have contributed all or 
part of the installation costs are aban- 
doning this practice. They have good 
reason to. Costs have been rising. 
Many state utility commissions have 
recently refused to allow such subsidies 


6 


as a legitimate expense. Some utilities 
feel that it is wrong to subsidize new 
load at a time when they are warning 
their customers about lack of capacity 
or power, 

One city where costs are extremely 
high is Milwaukee. It is called “the 
gold-plated city” by outside electrical 
interests. Installation costs range from 
$85 to $115. The code requiring that 
range wiring be installed in rigid steel 
conduits is to blame. 

This year theeMilwaukee chapter of 
NERA decided to do something. It took 
newspaper ads to tell their story. Con- 
tractors angered by the ads answered 
back in others. The main issue—revi- 
sion of the city building code—was al- 
most lost sight of in the ad battle. 
Finally, the two groups got together. 
They petitioned City Council to change 
the code. Council told them to wait 
until fall as the entire building code is 
being revised. When the wiring provi- 
sions come up for consideration, they 
can state their case. Retailers feel that 
they are getting the political run- 
around because the code has been in 
the revision stage for years, may stay 
there longer. 


lowa State to Give Course 


The State University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, has announced an intensive ten- 
day course in “Quality Control by 
Statistical Methods.” The course will 
be given Oct 5-15. Details of the course 
can be secured from Prof Lloyd A. 
Knowler, Department of Mathematics. 


Army Honors J. E. Moore 
for Services during War 
(See Front Cover) 


John E. Moore, consultant to Ebasco 
Services, has been awarded a Certificate 
of Appreciation from Secretary of the 
Army Kenneth C. Royall in recognition 
of outstanding patriotic services to the 
Army. 

The certificate was presented recently 
by Gen Courtney H. Hodges, First 
Army Commander, at his headquarters 
at Governors Island, N. Y. 

The citation read: 

“John E. Moore, for outstanding 
patriotic service to the Army while 
serving as Chief of the War Production 
Board Power Supply Area Engineers 
from 1941 to 1945. Through unsparing 
devotion of time and energy to his 
assigned task, Mr. Moore made use of 
his organizational ability, knowledge, 
and experience in order to insure an 
adequate power supply for the nation’s 
war industries. His unfailing coopera- 
tion contributed greatly to the effective: 
ness and dispatch with which military 
problems were handled before the War 
Production Board. 

“The interest of Mr. Moore in the 
problems of the Army did not cease 
with the fervor and excitement of the 
war years but have and are continuing 
without pause in his work as consultant 
in connection with industrial and eco- 
nomic conditions in Japan. The meri- 
torious work and achievements of Mr. 
Moore constitute an impertant contribu- 
tion to the Army and to the maintenance 
of National Defense.” 


To Double Line Capacity 


The Sacramento, Calif., Municipal 
Utility District has announced plans for 
doubling the present 50,000 kw capacity 
of its distribution system in the next 10 
years. James E. McCaffrey, general 
manager of the district, reported that 
the first step in the planned expansion 
was made in mid-July when bids were 
called for some $30,000 worth of 12-kv 
cable to serve a new Pacific Telephone 
& Telegraph Co _ building. SMUD's 
program calls for conversion of its 
downtown underground distribution 
lines to a high voltage network system 
with multiple cables and interconnected 
transformer banks. 


Will Sell Gas Systems 


Kentucky Utilities Co has been at 
thorized by the Public Service Comm's 
sion to sell its gas systems at Lexingto, 
Maysville, and Paris. Buyers have beet 
obtained for all of the systems. 
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LOWER HALF of a 100,000-kw turbine being erected at the Tidd Plant of Ohio 
inspected by 
Howard Barr, assistant-superintendent of Tidd Plant; and Superintendent H. R. Andrews 


Keith Hamlin, left, supervising engineer; 


Reclamation to Seek Congressional 


Consent to New Mexico Steam Plant 


ANOTHER DEBATE over federal construc- 
tion of a steam generating plant—this 
time involving a project of the Bureau 
of Reclamation—is in the making in 
Washington. 

With the recent tumult over Tennes- 
see Valley Authority’s bid to erect a 
thermal plant at New Johnsonville, 
Tenn., still ringing in its ears, Congress 
soon will get a request for authoriza- 
tion of a Reclamation Bureau steam 
station at Velarde, N. M. The Bureau 
will seek to justify its request on the 
ground that part of the proposed plant’s 
output is needed at the Atomic Energy 
Commission’s installation at nearby Los 
Alamos. 

And it’s needed in a hurry, the Bu- 
reau will claim. It wants to get the 
22,500-kw plant operating by 1950 as a 
“national security” measure. Just how 
far AEC will go in backing up the au- 
thorization bid is not known. AEC 
spokesmen in Washington refused to 
comment on this aspect of the project 
but may later. 

According to present Reclamation 
plans, the Velarde plant, which ulti- 
mately will contain three 7,500-kw units, 
will be connected with two hydro proj- 
ects to be erected in northern New 
Mexico. These will be a 6,000-kw plant 
at Willow Creek, near the Colorado 
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boundary, and a 10,000-kw station at 
nearby Willow Creek Drop. 

The Bureau further proposes to ex- 
tend its 115-kv transmission line out of 
the Elephant Butte hydro plant from its 
present terminus at Socorro northward 
through Albuquerque to the Santa Fe 
area and the Velarde plant. Looping 
lines will be erected from Velarde to 
the Los Alamos project. The main 115- 
kv line will extend north from Santa Fe 
to the two proposed hydro plants. 

AEC sources said that additional 
electric power would be required “very 
soon” at the Los Alamos project, where 
research and housing facilities are be- 
ing expanded. They added that AEC 
would purchase “some of the power” 
generated at the Velarde plant if it were 
completed “in time.” 

During the recent Congressional fight 
over the proposed TVA plant, sponsors 


Index Available 


Free copies of the Electrical 
World index for the first six 


months of 1948, Vol 129, may 
be obtained from: The Editor, 
Electrical World, 330 West 42nd 
St, New York 18, N. Y. 






of the project introduced evidence that 
AEC’s Oak Ridge development might 
require additional energy, which pre- 
sumably would be supplied by the New 
Johnsonville plant. However, AEC pre- 
sented no concrete plans requiring addi- 
tional TVA power, and the plea lost 
much of its effectiveness. 

A preliminary showing of acute need 
for additional power for the Los Alamos 
project, on the other hand, might well 
provide a convincing case in Congress 
for the Velarde plant. Reclamation Bu- 
reau will ask first for Congressional au- 
thorization of the project. 

The Bureau long has contemplated 
construction of a steam generating sta- 
tion in the area. The plant would serve, 
it figures, to firm the hydro output 
from Elephant Butte and to meet mount- 
ing energy requirements of the area, 
which like the rest of the Southwest has 
been suffering from drought conditions. 





Westinghouse Net Sales 
for 6 Months Set Record 


Westinghouse Electric Corp has re- 
ported a record high net sales of $424,- 
456,102 for the first half of 1948. This 
was a 7% increase over the previous 
high of $395,564,740 set in the first half 
of 1944. 

Net profits for the first half of 1948 
amounted to $24,941,100, equal to $1.83 
a share on outstanding common stock. 
This compares with $21,735,422 or $1.59 
a share in the corresponding period of 
1947 when total net profit was $312,- 
338,636. 

Net earnings for the first six months 
of 1948 amounted to 5.9 cents from each 
dollar of net sales billed. This compares 
with 7 cents from each dollar of sales 
billed in the first six months of 1947. 
Higher cost for labor and materials, to- 
gether with price reductions on West- 
inghouse products made during this 
period, were directly responsible for 
this decrease, Mr. Price said. 

Unfilled orders on hand at the end of 
June totaled $686,615,274, compared 
with $673,496,915 on June 30, 1947. 
Orders booked during the first six 
months totaled $467,753,265 compared 
with $418,118,817 for the like 1947 


period. 


Given Sectional Status 


The Electrical Equipment Committee 
of the National Safety Council, formed 
last October, has been accorded full 
sectional status as one of the 24 indus- 
trial sections of the Council. Chairman 
of the section is E. K. Taylor, safety 
director of Zenith Radio Corp. 








Changes in Capacity Reported to Federal Power Commission 


PLANT ADDITIONS DURING JUNE 


Utility 


Stuart Munici 
lowa-lilinois Gas & Electric Co... ................ 
Hartley Electric tekt Pe Plant ann isan ty ne Seaa38 
SOR IE IID EI, on koe cecc- veaseivecces 

Rock Rapids Municipal Utilities.................. 


New ienates Municipal Light & Water.......... 

Vinton L & Water Dept. 

Montanea-' 
Public Power District 

Minneapolis Light, Water & Power Dept........... 


Holton Light & Water Dept...................... 
rere eee 
OD eee 
Tenas Electsic Service Co... . 0... cece cee eee 
Texas Electric Service Co... .. 0... cece cc ccc cee cee 


Southwestern Electric pe ce. ies san whe igh ae ee 
Texas Power & Light Co.. CASK ES eum ree 
EN Re nk Lig”, geigitib-aibib' ake 
Tucumcari Light & Power Dept................... 
PIECES so 50 sb 0 Wavceks bassnaiésaces 





PLANT RETIREMENTS DURING JUNE 


Pennsylvania Power & Light Co.................. 
Tipp City Municipal L & W Works............... 
Crawfordsville Electric L & P Dept................ 
Lake Superior District Power Co................5. 
Mazeppa Light, Power & Water Comm............ 
New Hampton Municipal Light & Water.......... 


Columbia Light & Water Dept................ ‘ 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co..................5. 
Minneapolis Light, Water & Power Dept.......... 
Foley Municipal Electric Utilities................. 
Alexandria Electric Light & Water................ 


Southwestern Public Service Co................-. 

Southwestern Public Service Co.................- 
Southwestern Public Service Co...............--. 
Southwestern Public Service Co.................- 
SRG GN Dia ciks a bcn ds ano 00 ccbeeyes 


—Hydro, |C—internal Combustion, S—Steam 


Plant Fuel Capacity (Kw) 
ae a art ea H 1,500 
Sabina, Ohio............. Ic 556 
Cee sakes ERS 500 
Haven, Mich........ ic 2,715 
Little Chute, Wis.......... 3,300 
Mazeppsa, Minn........... Ic 
Ns Oh sings > 60-05% Ic 392 
Fort Dodge District. «-... Ic 1,000 
Hartley, lowa. Ic 670 
Sas oo wie Ic 1,136 
Rock Rapids, lowa........ s 1,000 
New Hampton, lowa...... Ic 1,400 
Vinton, lowa ae ic 700 
Bismarck, N. D.. ee 5,000 
South Omaha, Neb........ Ss 15,000 
Minneapolis, bcs. ke Ic 680 
Holton, en. Wight 8 alec Ic 1,170 
Miani. . ae via ges Ss 40,000 
We Bie 4 ns v3.60. F408 Ic 1,000 
Sweetwater.............. Ic 2,272 
ermian Basin............. Ss 12,500 
Karnack. . S 16,250 
oS ea Ic 4,000 
Upper Malad............. 7,200 
ucumcari, sna ba wee Ic 1,500 
ME as ceawestaaesa : Ic 00 
Allentown. s 2,000 
Tipp City, Ohio. . Ss 600 
Crawfordsville, Ind. . ile Ss 3,000 
Rib Lake, Wis............ S 1,000 
Mazeppa, Minn........... H 50 
New Hampton, lowa...... Ss 500 
Cotemeie BAe... «5.02000 s 1,000 
ee a ee S 500 
Minneapolis, PRRs cs ane hcae Ic 140 
Foley, Ala. apa a ea Ic 100 
Alexandria, 7 aarp Ss 4,000 
Tyrone, Okla............. Ic 60 
Forgan, Okla............. Ic 32 
Amarillo, Tex............ S 2,000 
PERS . obs vos ewsee Ic 60 
PUD 255i e's vcs ve ic 135 


Untied States Capacity as of July 1 "— Steam, 37.122,224 kw; Hydro, 15,362,539 kw; Internal Combustion, 


1,477,759 kw; Total, 53,962,522 kw. 





Shasta Adds 75,000 Kw, 
Energizes 30-Mile Line 


The fourth generating unit at Shasta 
Plant and the first leg of one of the 
Central Valley Project’s West Side 
transmission lines, carrying power 30 
mi. to Shasta Substation, went into 
operation simultaneously recently (July 
22). 

The 75,000-kw boost in installed ca- 
pacity at Shasta was the first packet in 
a 200,000-kw increase scheduled for 
CVP by July, 1949, regional headquar- 
ters of the Bureau of Reclamation re- 
ported. 

The fifth and final generator in Shasta 
Plant is scheduled for operation by next 
February, bringing installed capacity 
there to 375,000 kw. Also planned for 
completion are two of the three 25,000- 
kw generators at Keswick Dam, below 
Shasta. 

Ben W. Creim, regional power man- 
ager for the Bureau, pointed out that 
since the Shasta units have proved their 
ability to operate at overload, gener- 
ating capacity with the four 75,000-kw 
units is now 340,000 kw. With the new 
line 334-000-kw can be delivered at 
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Shasta Substation into the Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co system for distribution to its 
customers. 

Construction under the record annual 
appropriation of $41,358,900 for CVP 
will place emphasis on the installation 
of these generating facilities and the ex- 
tension of the Friant-Kern and Delta- 
Mendota canals. Also programmed is 
completion of the West Side power line 
as far as Cottonwood, Shasta County, 
and additional work on the East Side 
line, planned eventually to reach Tracy 
via Sacramento. 


Gets Old Job Back 


George H. Flagg is again a member 
of the Oregon Public Utilities Commis- 
sion. Flagg was forced to resign March 
3 by Gov John H. Hall during his cam- 
paign for the Republican nomination 
for secretary of state. Last week when 
John H. Carkin, Flagg’s successor, re- 
signed, Hall reappointed Flagg who 
had lost out in his primary campaign. 
Carkin, who expects to retire in Novem- 
ber, has resumed his former position 
of supervisor of rail transportation in 
the Public Utilities Division. 


Recess Appointees Can 
Have Jobs but No Pay 


As Congress moved toward adjourn. 
ment this week, the administration be. 
gan having nightmares over the fate of 
its recess nominations. There was con- 
siderable doubt that such interim ap. 
pointees as Federal Power Commis- 
sioner Buchanan would be eligible for 
Federal pay after adjournment. 

The Buchanan appointment appeared 
valid at least until next year after Con- 
gressional parliamentarians ruled the 
present session was not a new or “spe- 
cial” session (EW, July 24, Page 5). 
Under federal statutes, recess appoint- 
ments may extend until 40 days after 
the convening of a new session of Con- 
gress. 

But a recent ruling of the Govern- 
ment Accounting Office upset this pre- 
mise. In denying pay to a federal judge 
who had been given several recess ap- 
pointments, GAO held that the Con- 
gressional adjournment on June 20 was 
a “termination of the session” within 
the meaning of federal statues applying 
to interim appointments. Thus, the 
present session apparently would be 
considered a new session. 

At any rate, the GAO ruling also held 
that since the session which adjourned 
on June 20 had before it the nomination 
of the Judge and had taken no action 
thereon, he was not eligible for pay 
under a new interim appointment after 
June 20. 

Apparently the cases of Buchanan 
and other current recess appointees 
parallel that of the judge. Last week 
(July 29) Truman resubmitted them to 
the present session of the Senate. No 
action is expected on any nomination. 
They might receive new recess appoint: 
ments; but if the GAO ruling is appli- 
cable, they will not qualify for salaries. 

Anticipating such chain of circum- 
stances, the administration has asked 
the comptroller general for a specific 
ruling on the present appointees. Should 
it be unfavorable, Buchanan and the 
others probably will not receive new 
interim appointments. 


Detroit Ed Corrects EW 


Detroit Edison Co will benefit even 
more from its temporary rate increase 
recently granted by the Michigan Pub- 
lic Service Commission than stated in 
E.ectricaL Wortp, July 24, Page 4 
An official of the utility has informed 
EW that the gross figure for the interim 
increase will be $5,000,000 instead of 
$3,010,000. The Commission also set 
no terminal date for the increase; so the 
Jan 1, 1949 date given was incorrect. 
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BIG SHOW was 
South Holston Dam near Bristol, Tenn., Va. 
by 420 tons of high-explosives which had been placed in 3,900 ft of tunnel. 
world’s record for blasts. Vibrations were felt seven miles away 


the explosion 


set off 





recently at Tennessee Valley Authority's 
About 1,000,000 cu yd. of rock was blasted loose 


This was a 


Clapp Believes U. S. Must Build TVA 
Steam Plant to Live Up to Contracts 


IF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT is to re- 
main in the electric power business, 
then it should lose no time in appro- 
priating funds for the New Johnson- 
ville steam plant, in the opinion of 
TVA Chairman Gordon Clapp. 

In 1939, TVA signed 30-year con- 
tracts with municipalities and REA dis- 
tributors to supply their entire power 
requirements. These municipalities ex- 
pect the government to live up to the 
contracts. They plan to demand that 
Congress provide the necessary funds 
for generating plants to supply this 
power. 

The 140 TVA distributors in the 
Tennessee Valley will meet this sum- 
mer at a series of conferences with 
TVA officials to survey their power 
requirements to 1951. At the same time 
studies will be made to provide a basis 
for action should a power shortage de- 
velop before TVA can construct new 
generating facilities. 

If Congress rejects the New Johnson- 
Ville steam plant, Clapp declared, then 
it will put the municipalities on notice 
that their relationship with TVA is to be 
rewritten. This will affect 5,000,000 
People in the area who now depend 
solely upon TVA for electric power. 
“If TVA is not going to be able, by 


Congressional action, to supply the 
power needs of the Tennessee Valley, as 
it has been since 1939”, Clapp said, 
“and if by Congressional decision, the 
supplier creates its own power shortage, 
it poses the question should the gov- 
ernment stay in the power business? If 
it stays in, it should do a good job; 
and certainly the government should 
stay in the power business in the 
Tennessee Valley.” 

Clapp told EtecrricaL Wortp that 
the question of TVA having the respon- 
sibility of being the wholesale power 
supplier was decided in 1939 and in 
other decisions relating to TVA during 
all the litigation. He feels that when 
the municipalities purchased the private 
utility systems they then looked to TVA 
to continue to supply the full power 
needs of the area. 

TVA has asked Congress to appro- 
priate $4,000,000 toward the start of 
construction of a $54,000,000 steam 
plant with a capacity of four 125,000 
kw. capacity generators. TVA now has 
a place in line with the manufacturers 
so that delivery can be made in time to 
complete the station in 1951. 

TVA is now exporting and inter- 
changing with neighboring private util- 
ities power in excess of 250,000 kw. By 


1951, TVA will be forced to cut this to 
100,000 kw or stop it all together if the 
New Johnsonville plant is not com- 
pleted by then. 

Clapp pointed out that the TVA is 
the only agency prepared with plans 
and specifications ready to go ahead 
with a steam-electric generating plant. 
As an efficient electric system, TVA 
should have a better steam-hydro bal- 
ance to insure a sufficient capacity of 
firm power. 


TVA not a Precedent For Policy 


The opponents of the TVA steam 
plant have posed a difficult problem for 
the government and unless funds are 
appropriated the question of the gov- 
ernment living up to its agreed con- 
tracts will be raised. Clapp feels that 
the TVA area should be considered as a 
special situation and not as setting a 
precedent in a federal power policy. 

Opposition to the TVA steam plant 
on the basis that the area has robbed 
other sections of its industries is not 
borne out by the facts. Most industries 
which have located in the area, Clapp 
said, are new ones. 

TVA is now expanding its hydro ca- 
pacity. Two projects are now under 
construction. Watauga Dam _ will be 
completed in 1949 with the first 25,000- 
kw unit to go into operation in July, the 
second in September. South Holston 
Dam will not be completed until March, 
1951 when a 35,000-kw unit will go 
into service. 

The crest of the 77-ft high Wilbur 
Dam (Horseshoe) is to be lowered and 
gates added to increase the head by 
10 ft. One 7777-kva turbine is to be 
added next year. 


Loudin Unit Ready Soon 


At Fort Loudin, two 32,000-kw units 
are to be added to the present two. One 
unit will go into service next September 
and the second in May, 1949. 

TVA is adding one 26,000-kw gen- 
erator at Douglas Dam to be ready in 
March, 1949. There are now two 30,000 
kw units installed and a stall available 
for either a 26,000 or 30,000-kw unit. 

Four 32,400-kw units are to be in- 
stalled at Wheeler Dam to give a total 
capacity of 259,000 kw for the eight 
generators. Units are to go in operation 
in October, 1948; January and October, 
1949; and in January, 1950. 

Wilson Dam now has a total capacity 
of 335,200 kw for the 14 units. Four 
36,000-kw units are to be installed and 
in service by September, 1950. This 
will complete Wilson Dam. 

Arguments from privately operated 
utilities that TVA is a social experi- 
ment and a yardstick for power rates 
are considered of minor importance by 
the 140 distributors of TVA power. As 
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says S. R. Finley, head of the Chat- 
tanooga Electric Power Board and 


president of the Tennessee Valley 
Power Association, “we are depending 
-on TVA to supply us with power; and 
our contract with the government makes 
it mandatory that Congress provide the 
means for TVA to supply the power.” 

Finley further pointed out that none 
of the large cities or municipalities has 
even contemplated plans of constructing 
its own generating plants. 


Reliable Social Security 
Reports Benefit Industry 


Accuracy in making quarterly social 
security returns is important to busi- 
ness and industry as well as to their 
workers, the Social Security Adminis- 
tration emphasizes. 

Workers are interested because their 
benefits depend upon the accuracy of 
the reports made by their employers. 
But employers have an interest in the 
reliability of the reports. The old-age 
and survivors insurance figures provided 
by employers are used for compiling 
statistics for use of industry and busi- 
ness in market research and other busi- 
ness planning. 

When social security returns (Form 
SS-la) are prepared, employers should 
give particular attention to the item 
asking for the number of persons em- 
ployed during the pay period which 
ended nearest to the fifteenth of the 
last month in the quarter. SSA advises 
that the figure should include all em- 
ployees on the payroll during the period 
whose services are covered by the Social 
Security Act. However, any employee 
so covered who received no compensa- 
tion during the period should be ex- 
cluded. 

Because employees are no longer 
taxed for the year after their wages 
have reached $3,000, it is possible in 
the latter quarters for the number of 
employees to exceed the number making 
tax payments. 


Charges Jury Prejudiced 


Alleging the jury was prejudiced and 
failed to consider all evidence, the 
Stevens County PUD has asked Su- 
perior Court at Colville, Wash., to grant 
a new trial in its condemnation action 
against the Washington Water Power 
Co of Spokane. In support of its mo- 
tion, the PUD filed affidavits of two dis- 
senting jurors. The jury, which origin- 
ally heard the case last month, set the 
fair cash market value of Washington 
Water Power properties in the county 
at $2,500,000. 
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SEC RULINGS 





New Encianp Power Co, a subsidiary of 
New England Electric System, has received 
approval of its plan to reduce par value 
of common stock from $25: to $20 a share. 
The aggregate reduction in par value of 
$3,111,665 will be credited to the capital 
surplus account, which will also be credited 
with $1,071,665, the entire amount recorded 
in NEPCO’s premium on common stock 
account. The $7,040,315 representing up- 
ward revaluations of utility property as 
determined by FPC will be disposed of by 
(1) a charge to the capital surplus account 
of $4,183,330, (2) a charge to the reserve 
for depreciation of electric plant account 
of $2,002,095, and (3) a charge to the 
earned surplus account of $854,890, reduc- 
ing the latter account to $89,049 (Release 
No. 8347). 


West Penn Etectric Co has _ been 
granted permission for unlisted trading 
privileges of its common stock, no par 
value, on the Philadelphia Stock Exchange 
(Release No. 4135). 


Repusiic Service Corp has notified the 
Commission of its sale of 3,356 shares of 
common stock of the Pennsylvania Power 
& Light Co. The stock was acquired 
through the sale of the Mauch Chunk Heat, 
Power & Light Co, Renovo Edison Light, 


Heat & Power Co, and Renovo Heating Co 
to PP&L. Republic was ordered to divest 
itself of this stock within six months (Re- 
lease No. 8350). 


Lone Istanp Licutine Co has been au- 
thorized to borrow $8,000,000 on 24% un- 
secured promissory notes from four banks, 
Proceeds will be used to repay bank loans 
totaling $3,250,000 already made for con- 
struction purposes and to continue the con- 
struction program (Release No. 8353). 


GENERAL Pustic Utivities Corp has been 
granted permission for unlisted trading 
privileges of its common stock, $5 par 
value, on the Chicago Stock Exchange (Re- 
lease No. 4130). 


CENTRAL MAINE Power Co has been au- 
thorized to sell $5,000,000 first and general 
mortgage bonds, Series Q, due 1978. Com- 
petitive bidding will determine interest 
rate, offering price, and underwriting terms, 
Proceeds will be used to retire outstanding 
short-term notes issued for construction 


purposes (Release No. 8360). 


Now Kentucky PSC Scribe 


Ralph F. Kessinger, a Democrat, has 
been appointed secretary of the Ken- 
tucky Public Service Commission to re- 
place Edmund E. Harang, a Republican. 


————————— 


MEETINGS 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—Accounting 
Committee, August 18; Sales and Rural Commit- 
tee, August 27; Personnel Administration Com- 
mittee, September 21; Rate Practice Group, 
October 7; Power Sales Committee, October 15; 
all at Hotel President, Kansas City, Mo. |. D. 
Pettegrew, director, 1004 Baltimore Ave, Kansas 
City 6, Mo. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange—Engineering and 
Operations Section, Vanderbilt Hotel, Asheville, 
N. C., September 16-17. John A. Talley, ex- 
ecutive secretary, Haas-Howell Building, Atlanta, 
Ga. 


Pennsylvania Electric Association—Annual Meet- 
ing, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, September 
21-22. A. B. Millar, managing director, State 
Street Building, Harrisburg, Pa. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Conven- 
tion and Iron and Steel Exposition, Cleveland 
Public Auditorium, Cleveland, Ohio, September 
28-October 1. Association of Iron and Steel 
Engineers, 1010 Empire Building, Pittsburgh 22, 
Pa. 


PREVIOUSLY LISTED 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Pacific 
General —’ Davenport Hotel, Spokane, 
Wash., August 24-27; Middle Eastern District 
noe Statler Hotel, Washington, D. C., Octo- 
ber 5-7. 


American Society of Mechanical Enqineers—Fall 
Meeting, Reed College and Heathman Hotel, 
Portland, Ore., September 7-9; Annual Meeting, 
Hotels Pennsylvania and New Yorker, New York, 
November 28-December 3. 


Rocky Mountain Electrical Leaaue—Annual Con- 
vention Hotel Colorado, Glenwood Springs, 
Colo., September 12-15. 


International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers— 
Annual Convention, Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Atlantic 
City, September 13-17. 


Instrument Society of America—National Instru- 
ment Conference and Exhibit, Philadelphia Con- 


vention Hall, Philadelphia, September 13-17. 


lowa Utilities Association—Conference, Fort Des 
Moines Hotel, Des Moines, lowa, September 


Iluminating Engineering Society—National Confer- 
ence, Statler Hotel, Boston, September 20-24. 


International Association of Electrical Leaques— 
Annual Conference, Mavflower Hotel, Washing- 
ton, D. C., September 29-October 2. 


Canadian Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Annual General Meeting, General Brock Hotel, 
Niagara Falls, Ont., September 30-October 1. 


Pennsylvania Electric Association — Transmission 
and Distribution Committee, Bedford Springs 
Hotel, Bedford, Pa., October 7-8. 


Edison Electric Institute—Prime Movers Committee, 
William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, October 11-12; 
Transmission and Distribution Committee, New 
Ocean House, Swampscott, Mass., October 11-12; 
Electrical Equipment Committee, William Penn 
Hotel, Pittsburgh, October 14-15. 


Indiana Electric Association—Annual Convention, 
French Lick Springs Hotel, French Lick, Ind., 
October 13-15. 


Electrochemical Society—Fall Congress, Hotel Penn- 
sylvania, New York, October 13-16. 


Utility Workers Union of America—National Con- 
vention, Washington Hotel, October 15-17. 


Wisconsin Utilities Association—Commercial and 
Technical Divisions of Electric and Gas Sections, 
Pfister Hotel, Milwaukee, November 1-3. 


National Electronics Conference—Edgewater Beach 
Hotel, Chicago, November 4-6. 


Public Utilities Association of the Virginias—A0- 
nual Meeting, Greenbrier Hotel, White Sulphur 
Springs, West Virginia, November 5-6. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Annual Meeting, Hotel Traymore, Atlantic City, 
November 8-13. 


SS 
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Santa Fe Beats Move 
to Buy Private Utility 


Voters of Santa Fe, N. M., on July 13, 
decisively defeated a proposal to issue 
$3,000,000 in bonds to acquire owner- 
ship of Public Service of New Mexico 
properties in the city. The vote was 
4097 to 1,394. 

The election followed one of the most 
heated and bitter campaigns in Santa 
Fe’s history. The proposal was advanced 
less than a month ago by the solidly 
Republican City Council, but many Re- 
publicans, including John Conway, the 
city GOP chairman, were among those 
opposing it. 

Fire Chief Ellis Bauer cited compara- 
tive rates showing electric rates in Santa 
Fe already lower than in any New 
Mexico town in which the utility is 
publicly owned. Rupert Asplund, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the New Mexico 
Taxpayers Association, pointed out that 
the private utility now pays the city a 
fee of $10,000 annually. 

Proponents of the proposal pointed 
to Raton, N. M, where in five years the 
municipally owned electric utility has 
made net profits of $341,000 has $200,- 
000 cash surplus and no bonds or in- 
debtedness. 


Walker R. Young Given 
Interior Dept Citation 





Walker R. Young, formerly chief en- 
gineer of the Bureau of Reclamation, 
was honored in absentia on July 15, 
with the award of the Department of 
Interior’s top gold medal citation for 
distinguished service in the civilian 
branch of the United States Govern- 
ment. Young is now in Europe on a 
government mission. Chief Engineer 
L.N. McClellan accepted the award at 
the ceremonies at Grand Lake, Colo. 
Young served the Reclamation Bu- 
teau for 37 years and is still serving as 
‘consultant. He was one of the Bu- 
eau’s outstanding engineers. One of 
his assignments was as construction 
tngineer for the Hoover Dam. 










Migration Report 





Copies of the complete mi- 
gration report which appears in 
brief on the centerspread of this 
issue can be secured from the 
Economics Department, McGraw- 
Hill Publishing Co, 330 West 
42nd St, New York 18, N. Y. 
One to ten copies, 10 cents each; 


quantity price quoted for 11 or 
more copies. 
























Billions of Kwhr 


M a 





Arput Expands His Chest and Output Chart 


“Look at that,” said Arput, his face 
beaming with pride and his chest pro- 
truding farther than usual. “That” was 
the new output chart. ArPput had just 
added two squares at the top. “It'll 
handle up to 5.7 billion kwhr each and 
every week,” he bragged. “Those utili- 
ties will have to go some to get ahead 
of me. When I catch them sneaking up, 
I'll just add a few more squares.” 
Arput, who had been talking to a 
couple of utility statisticians conde- 
scended a bit at this point. “You 
know”, he confided, “I’ve got a good 
idea I’m going to need some more 
squares on that chart. Look at what 
happened last September. Output 
topped 5 billion for the first time. This 
is just August and where did output go 
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last week? Up to 5,352,439,000 kwhr. 
See what I mean?” 


Weekly Output, Millions Kwhr 


1947 
2 4,806 Aug 


1948 


July 31 5,352 Aug 


July 24 5,342 July 26 4,730 July 27 4,352 
July 17 5,197 July 19 4,732 July 20 4,293 
July 10 4,760 July 12 4,531 July 13 4,156 
July 3 5,166 July 5 4,190 July 6 3,741 
June 26 5,257 June 28 4,675 June 29 4,133 
June 19 5,159 June 21 4,676 June 22 4,129 
June 12 5,132 June 14 4,702 June 15 4,030 


Percent Change from Previous Year 


July 31 July 24 90 July 17 

New England ....... + 8.9 + 6.8 + 1.2 
Mid-Atlantic ....... + 8.1 + 8.6 + 49 
Central Industrial .. +10.8 +13.4 + 9.5 
West Central ...... +14.9 +18.5 +18.6 
Southern States ..... +14.6 +16.6 +12.4 
Rocky Mountain .... + 6.3 + 5.5 + 43 
Pacific Coast ....... +11.8 +13.3 +13.0 
Total United States +11.4 +12.9 + 9.8 
19 


IN THE INDUSTRY 


RICHARD N. LARKIN 





JUST 50 WEEKS AGO, American unions bowed their 
heads with the bitterest reluctance to the full effects of 
what they insisted then—and still maintain, for the record 
—is a “slave labor” law. 

Today, a look at the record shows some interesting 
Foremost is this: The Taft-Hartley Act hasn’t 
hurt unions willing to use it. 

Even some unions still boycotting NLRB aren’t really 
fighting about it. The Mine Workers, for instance 
sweetened those injunctions and fines with $100 pensions, 
a $l-a-day pay boost and union shop in captive mines. 

Another fact shown up by one year’s operation is that 
unions haven’t lost any significant ground in elections. 
They’ve been winning 72% of them, a drop from the 
average of the Wagner Act years, to be sure. But it’s in 
line with the trend of 1942-1948. 

Nor have employers—as was widely predicted by lead- 
ers of organized labor—swarmed into court to use Taft- 
Hartley against unions. For every charge of an unfair 
labor practice which an employer has brought against a 
union, the unions have brought seven against employers. 
Petitions for elections brought by unions outnumber those 
brought by employers 10 to 1. The election statistics 
show also that unions have won 98% of all union shop 
elections under Taft-Hartley. But the law has given 
workers who want to be free of unions a chance to gain 
their freedom. Of about 100 decertification elections, the 
unions have lost two out of three. 

Another striking result of the “slave labor” law is 
that jurisdictional strikes practically have vanished. 
Less than 100 charges of jurisdictional dispute have been 
made. Only a handful have drawn 10-day warnings. 
Up to July, none had gone beyond that. Likewise with 
secondary boycotts, of which about 250 have been 
Most were settled without formal action, for 
NLRB’s counsel must seek an injunction against each, 
and General Counse] Denham hasn’t sought more than 
a score of injunctions of all kinds against unions. 


facts. 


alleged. 


Use of injunctions by the government has been dra- 
matic—and effective. Probably it has disturbed union 
leaders as much as anything else in the law, too. A 
dozen have been obtained against unions, most dealing 
with secondary boycotts. Two were sought against em- 
ployers, one of them granted. The threat has been made 
six times in “national emergency” disputes, and three 
such injunctions have been issued. 

Taft-Hartley has survived its first court tests well. 
The Supreme Court has upheld the registration of finan- 
cial and organizational data and ducked the non-Com- 
munist affidavit issue, which two lower courts have 
okayed. On political spending, the Court held that 
political opinions in union papers weren’t banned, but 
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did not touch other political spending. And the Court 
failed to move against the denial of collective bargaining 
protection to supervisors. 

Most unions, also, have complied with the requirement 
of filing non-Communist affidavits. The CIO Steel Work. 
ers haven’t filed but are testing this part of the lay, 
Some left-wing CIO unions also haven’t filed. Otherwise, 
the Miners are about the only important non-compliers, 


TECHNICAL TRENDS 


ARCHER E. KNOWLTON 





(From papers presented at the recent Conference des 
Grands Reseaux Electrique a Haute Tension in Paris) 


An electronic relay developed in France gives phase 
selection, single-phase tripping and sensitiveness to sym- 
metrical three-phase shorts. It is founded on the premise 
that symmetrical components are modified to different 
relative degrees by different kinds of system faults. 


Transient recovery voltage is not capable of too pre 
cise calculation but data on natural frequencies of repre: 
sentative circuits are accumulating and should, before 
long, permit international standardization. 


Reliability of turbine and boiler per se have risen toa 
point where the reliability of the station auxiliaries takes 
a more critical status. It might help to segregate the 
auxiliary functions into (1) production, (2) control, 
(3) protection and (4) accessory services. 


Heat dissipation in soil detracts from the gain in capac 
ity otherwise derivable from laying additional cable in 
metropolitan areas and accounts for resort to voltages 
greater than would be fixed by the distances involved. 


System neutral ground resistance limits fault currents 
to less than with solid grounding but need not be so large 
as to prevent functioning of the protective relays. 


High-voltage cables will probably last longer if they are 
not switched on and off too frequently. At least continued 
energization should protect the joints against too frequent 
impulse voltages. 


Pumped storage has a good argument in its favor—it 
permits higher plant factor for both steam and hydro 
plants on the system. Generation costs go up disconcett 
ingly as plant factor drops. 


Ordinary post-insulator surge flashover data usually co” 
form to a probability curve. Failure of assembled string* 
to conform reflects a “hysteresis jump” attributed % 
residual charges on intermediate flanges. 
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“A Part of the Arsenal of American 
Power Production”, a demonstration 
type of display of switches and connec- 
tors, has started on a wide tour. Spon- 
red by Royal Electric Manufacturing 
(o, Chicago, it will visit all sections of 
the country from New England to the 
Rocky Mountains. It will be shown to 
engineering college students, and to 
utility, consulting, and industrial elec- 
trical engineers. 

The “Arsenal” is made up of nine 
lypes of air break switches which range 
a rating from 400/1200 amp up to 161 
‘vto 200 amp at 34.5 kv and more than 
100 pieces of connection or support 
apparatus. 

All the apparatus is mounted in or on 
istandard Mercury station wagon. All 
‘ats and other obstructions in the body 
lave heen removed, the floor raised, and 
the switches mounted on extended 
tacks for better viewing during the 
demonstrations. 

Power for the demonstrations is ob- 
lained from 115-v sources. A heavy duty 
attery supplies the power for the in- 
dicating lamps, the auxiliary switches, 
‘nd operation counters. The display 
tea is completely lighted with cold 
cathode. 

Special surprises which are revealed 
mly at the demonstration are incorpo- 




























MANUFACTURERS and MARKETS 





INTERESTING POINTS in the demonstration exhibit, “A Part of the Arsenal of American 
Power Production,” are checked by Royal Electric Manufacturing Co executives; President 
).L. Warren, left, Chief Engineer J. M. Trotter, and Vice-President F. E. Schultz 


Royal Electric Manufacturing Sends 
Product Display on Tour of Country 


rated in the equipment. P. L. Warren 
told ExrectricaL Wortp that “actually 
these demonstrations are designed to 
show what this type of equipment 
should and should not do. The big sur- 
prise comes in the ‘should not do’ cata- 
gory. 


New Gas Wells Insure Fuel 
Supply for Robertshaw 


Robertshaw-Fulton Controls Co has 
announced completion of drilling of a 
second gas well on the property of the 
company’s Robertshaw Division at 
Youngwood, Pa. The two wells now 
flowing will have an annual capacity 
of more than 36 million cubic feet. 

By drilling these gas wells, Robert- 
shaw-Fulton has insured for its Robert- 
shaw Division an adequate supply of 
vital fuel for next winter. 


Moves Chicago Offices 


Chicago offices of the C. J. Tagliabue 
Corp have been transferred to Room 
519, 205 West Wacker Drive, Chicago 6. 
Arthur L. Lauterbach has been ap- 
pointed district manager of the Chicago 
territory. 
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GE’s ‘Magazine of Light’ 
Wins Publication Award 


The “Magazine of Light,” published 
by the Lamp Department of General 
Electric Co at Nela Park, has been 
awarded first place in its classification 
in the 1948 International Publication 
Contest sponsored by the International 
Council of Industrial Editors. 

More than 650 magazines were en- 
tered in the various classifications of the 
contest. “Magazine of Light,” classified 
as “internal-external,” was in compe- 
tition with publications using 4-color 
letter-press printing. It was the only 
publication in its field to emerge with a 
100% score. The scoring was based 
on four primary considerations. These 
factors dealt with accomplishment of 
purpose, editorial content, appearance, 
and production (involving typography, 
engraving, and press work). 

“Magazine of Light” was judged on 
the basis of three issues submitted, the 
number dedicated to the new GE Light- 
ing institute at Nela Park and two 
succeeding issues. 

Chief aim of the magazine is to foster 
and encourage good lighting practice. 
It is published six times a year and is 
sent to key people in the electrical trade 
such as architects, consulting engi- 
neers, illuminating engineers, electrical 
contractors, and utility lighting special- 
ists. The editor is Lawrence W. 
O’Brien. 


A-C Forms New Field Unit 
for Machinery Division 


Organization of a sixth region for 
the Allis-Chalmers general machinery 
division’s field organization under Wil- 
liam Arthur, formerly Philadelphia dis- 
trict office manager, has been an- 
nounced. The new area, designated as 
the Mid-Atlantic region with headquar- 
ters in Philadelphia, will embrace terri- 
tory *now covered by Philadelphia, 
Wilkes-Barre, Baltimore, York, Rich- 
mond and Charleston offices. The York 
and Charleston offices, managed by G. 
E. Conn and R. L. Halsted, respectively, 
formerly branch offices, become district 
offices under the regional plan. 

Mr Arthur is succeeded as Philadel- 
phia district office manager, a position 
he has held for the past 10 years, by 
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Frank Freyler, manager of the Cincin- 
nati district office since 1944. Mr Frey- 
ler, in turn, is succeeded by W. F. 
Daly, who has been manager of the 
power section of the company’s steam 
turbine department since 1943. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 


W. N. Matthews Corp, St. Louis, has 
appointed Fred S. Baldwin, 4949 Stanford 
Av, Seattle, Wash., as its sales representa- 
tive in Washington, Oregon, Idaho and 
Utah. George A. Love, 305 Techwood 
Drive, Northwest, Atlanta, Ga., has been 
appointed sales engineer. His territory 
will include all of Georgia, Alabama, the 
southern third of Mississippi, and that part 
of Florida west of the Appalachicola Pen- 
insula. W. J. O’Brien, formerly president 
of the Memphis Power & Light Co, who is 
now associated with Paul Berry of Okla- 
homa City, will represent the Matthews 
organization in Memphis and in the north- 
ern two-thirds of the State of Mississippi. 


Porcelain Product, Inc, Parkersburg, 
W. Va., has appointed Curtis Musgrove, 
506 Insurance Bldg, Dallas, Tex., as high 
voltage representative in the states of 
Texas and Oklahoma. Mr Musgrove has 
been a manufacturers representative in 
Texas for some 16 years. 


Pacific Electric Mfg Corp has appointed 
Leonard M. Slusser representative in the 
Utah area, with offices at 318 Dooly Block, 
Salt Lake City 1. 


McGraw Electric Co, Clark Division, has 
appointed Richard G. Becker East Central 
district manager, with headquarters in 
Pittsburgh. 


General Ceramics & Steatite Corp has 
appointed John A. Casper as their repre- 
sentative in the Metropolitan area. His 
territory will extend from New York to 
Washington, D. C. 


Westinghouse Electric Corp, Lamp Divi- 
sion, has appointed George B. Mackey as 
manager of the Middle Atlantic District. 


Telechron Inc, Ashland, Mass., has ap- 
pointed David D. Lash to the Philadel- 
phia sales staff to cover the territory in 
the Baltimore area. Harry J. Murphy, 
Jr, has joined the Chicago sales office 


and will cover the Minneapolis _ terri- 
tory. 


Bendix Sells in Orient 


Bendix Home Appliances, Inc, has 
delivered and installed 80 deluxe auto- 
matic electric washers in Hong Kong 
and expects to market a total of 300 
by the end of the year, Harlow K. 
Lyons, export manager, has announced. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION 





A weekly selection of U. S. electrical construction projects announced by private 
and government utility systems involving more than $70,000. Also listed are major 
industrial and construction jobs where electrical work is indicated or implied 


Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


Mich., Sault Ste. Marie—U. S. Eng., 609 
Federal Bldg., Detroit, Zone 31, hydro- 
electric power plant, etc. Lot 2, to Tuller 
Constr. Co., 95 Monmouth St., Red Bank, 
N. J., $3,564,704; excav. headrace, tail- 
race, dike, derrick facing dikes, ete. Lot 1, 
to to Dunbar & Sullivan Dredging Co., 
2312 Buhl Bldg., Detroit, $916,175. Bids 
7/15. 

Neb., Omaha—Omaha Public Power 
Dist., 17 and Harney Sts., 2 sub-station. 
Hired labor, Est. $200,000. 

Oregon—U. S. Eng., Pittock BMg., Port- 
land, four 111,300 hp. hydraulic turbines 
to S. Morgan Smith, York, Pa. $5,031,567; 
governing equipment to Allis Chambers 
Mfg. Co., 1126 S. 70 St., Milwaukee, Wis., 
$425,340; both for McNary Dam power 
plant. Spec. 35-026-48-725. 

Washington—Bonneville Power Admin., 
729 NE Oregon, Portland, 8.73 mi. Berne- 
Scenic section Foster Creek-Snohomish 
230 kv power transmission lines Chelan 
Co., Inv. 4238. To Parker-Schram Co., 
Builders Exchange Bldg., Portland, $393,- 
892. Awarded 6/22. 


Wyoming—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. 
Interior, Building 1-A, Denver Federal 
Center, Denver, Colo., June 9, Casper 


substation, Kendrick Proj. Spec. 2303 from 
Malcolm G. Long, Box 1291, Billings, 
Mont. $79,762. 


INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL & 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


Proposed Construction 


Ill., Chicago—New York Life Insurance 
Co., 51 Madison Ave., New York 10, N. Y., 
1.800 apartment proj., on 10 square block 
site, 31, 22 Sts., South Park Ave. and 
Lakefront. $18,000,000. 

N. J., Livingston—National Suburban 
Centers, Inc., 84 State St., Boston, Mass., 
plans by Ketchum, Gina & Sharp, Inc., 
227 E. 44 St., New York 17, N. Y., 70 
store shopping development. Essex Center, 
$7,000,000. 

Tex., Houston—Phillips Chemical Co. 
and Phillips Petroleum Co., Bartlesville, 
Okla., addnl. ammonium sulphate plant 
and units for manufacture of chemicals 


from other than petroleum derivatives, 
$30,000,000. 
Utah, Garfield—American Smelting & 


Refining Co., Pacific Natl. Life Bldg., Salt 
Lake City, acid plant. $6,800,000. 


Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


Calif., Napa—Napa Union High School, 
& Jr. College Dist., Napa, 1 story, concrete, 
wood and frame academic bldg. library, 
lecture hall, to Pacific Coast Builders, 2530 
18 St., San Francisco, $726,476. Bids 7/13. 

N. M., Los Alamos—U. S. Atomic Energy 
Comn., P. O. Box 1539, bldg. facilities, 
Group XI, North Community Area, and 
Center Mesa Area, to Haddock-Engineers, 
Ltd., P.O. Box 479, Oceanside, Calif., Ben 
C. Gerwick, Inc., 112 Market St., San 
Francisco, Calif., and Engineers, Ltd., 225 
Bush St., San Francisco, Calif., $9,641,831 
and $1,768,081 respectively. Bids 6/3. 


UTILITIES 





Proposed Construction 


Colorado—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. In- 
terior, Bldg. 1-A, Denver Federal Center, 
Denver, furnishing, del., f.0.b. cars at ship- 
ping point, or Wild’s Spur, Loveland, 1 
mobile unit substation, incl. transformers, 


disconnecting switches, lightning arrestors, 
trailer, etc., for Colorado-Big Thompson 
Proj., Spec. 2340. Plans deposit $2. LN, 
McClellan, ch. engr. 

Iowa — Farmers Electric Co-operative, 
Inc., Greenfield, 420 mi. rural distr. lines, 
sys. imprvs. completing previously ap- 
proved construction, Adair Co., $1,234,000, 

Ia., Mount Pleasant—City, J. F. Budde, 
clk., 44x112 ft. rein.-con. boiler room and 
turbine room annex to municipal power 
plant, incl. bunkers, stack, etc. Black & 
Veatch, 4706 Broadway, Kansas City, Mo., 
engrs. 

Kansas—Western Co-operative Electric 
Assoc., Wakeeney, addnl. rural distr. lines 
and sys. imprvs., completing facilities in 
Trego Co. and vicinity, $830,000, 

Kentucky, Tennessee—U. S. Eng., 303 
U. S. Courthouse, Nashville, 1, Tenn., fur- 
nish, del., six 62,500 hp hydraulic turbines, 
gases equip. for Wolf Creek Power 

lant, at Somerset, Ky., one 62,500 hp 
hydraulic turbine and governor for No. 3 
main power unit in Center Hill Power 
Plant, Lancaster, Tenn. Serial No. Eng.- 
40-058-49-5. 

Mich., Sault Ste. Marie—U. S. Eng., 609 
Federal Bldg., Detroit 31, 15 kv and 5 kv 
switchgear, Main control switchboards, 
and/or 460-V.A.C. and 125-V.D.C. switch- 
boards, for Hydroelectric power plant at 
St. Marys Falls, St. Marys River, Serial 
No. Eng.-20-064-49-7. . 

Minnesota — Lake Region Co-operative, 
Electric Assn., Pelican Rapids, 532 mi. 


rural distr. lines, sys. imprvs. head- 
quarters facilities, completing __ previ- 
ously approved construction, Ottertail 


Co., $1,100,000. 

Missouri—West-Central Electric Co-op- 
erative, Inc., Higginsville, Sect. 1, 180 mi. 
Sect. 2, 179 mi. and Sect. 3, 50 mi. rural 
distr. lines, incl. 1500 KW substation for 
450 kw existing substation, Lafayette Co. 
and vicinity, $595,000. Frank Horton & 
Co., Lamar, consult. engrs. x 

Oregon—Bonneville Power Admin., 729 
NE Oregon, Portland, Mapleton substa- 
tion, 1 mi. south of Mapleton, Lane Co. 
Inv. 4297. L. C. Stewart, 729 NE Oregon, 
Portland, engr. : 

Oregon—Tillamook Peoples Utility Dis- 
trict, Beals Bldg., Tillamook, 4 mi. of 12.45 
kv. 3 phase electric distribution lines from 
Bonneville Power Admin. substation into 
and through Tillamook, 1 mi. single phase 
7.2 kv. distribution lines, Tillamook Co. 
Plans deposit $10. H. T. Botts, Beals 
Bldg. engr. 

Ore., Toledo—Central Lincoln Peoples 
Utility District, Newport, electric power 
substation at Toledo, Lincoln Co. L. 
Bauer, Newport, engr. 

South Dakota—Beadle Electric Co-0P- 
erative, Huron, 238 mi. rural distr. lines, 
completion of previously approved con- 


struction. Beadle Co. $690,000. RBA al- 
lotted. 
Texas—Lamar Co. Electric Co-opera- 


tive, Paris, rural distr. lines, Lamar Co. 
$400,000. REA allot. : 
Washington—Bureau Reclamation, Dit 
Interior, Building 1-A, Denver. Federa 
Center,’ Denver, Colo., furnishing, del. 
f.o.b. cars shipping point, f.o.b. cars Oder 
alternating-current generator, with auxlil- 
aries for Grand Coulee Power Plant, Co 
lumbia Basin Proj. Spec. 2343. | ' 
Washington—Bureau Reclamation, Dy’ 
Interior, Building 1-A, Denver. Feder 
Center, Denver, Colo., furnishing, “9 
f.o.b. cars shipping point, f.o.b. cars oee® 
14,000 h.p., 400 rpm, vertical-shaft, sing ; 
runner, Francis-type, hydraulic turbine: 
oil-pressure governor for regulating ee 
of 14,000 h.p. turbine for Unit LS3, os 
Coulee Power Plant, Columbia Basin FT. 
Spec. 2338. . Dot 
Washington—Bureau Reclamation, | Lat 
Interior, Building 1-A, Denver Fe dl 
Center, Denver, Colo., switchgear, be 
formers, etc. for Grand Coulee Pump 
Plant, Columbia Basin Proj. Spec. sin 
Wis., Port Washington — Wisconé 
Electric Power Co., 231 W. Michigan ‘ 
Milwaukee Zone 3, plans by Fre tion. 
Luber, c/o owner, 5 unit, power sta 
$13,000,000 incl. equip. 
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Parker Made Commercial 
Vice-President of GE 


R. I. Parker of Chicago has been 
elected a commercial vice-president of 
the General Electric Co, succeeding 
W. 0. Batchelder, who has retired after 
43 years’ service. 

Mr Parker joined GE as a student 
engineer on the test course at Schenec- 


R. |. PARKER 


tady in 1912 and since 1945 has been 
manager of the apparatus department’s 
central district. In the course of his 
association with GE, he has served in 
the lighting engineering department; as 
assistant manager of apparatus sales, 
Chicago; district manager of the central 
station department and assistant district 
manager of the central district. Mr 
Parker is a member of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers. 

T. B. Ellis has been appointed central 
district manager of the apparatus de- 
partment to succeed Mr Parker. He has 
been with General Electric since 1914. 


>J. C. Carr has joined the Burndy 
Engineering Co, Inc, New York, as 
sales promotion manager. Mr Carr was 
formerly advertising and sales promo- 
tion manager of the Square D Co’s 
Kollsman Instrument division. 


> Wittiam BaLpERSTON, executive vice- 
President of the Philco Corp, has been 
elected president to succeed JomN 
BALLANTYNE, who was named chair- 
man of the board. Larry E. Guss, 

erly chairman, declined re-election 





NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


because of illness. He will continue as 
a member of the board of directors, 
the executive committee and the finance 
committee. Mr _ Balderston joined 
Philco in 1930. Mr. Ballantyne joined 
Philco in 1934 and had been president 
for five years. 


> Haypn Harcest, layout service engi- 
neer, has been appointed supervisor of 
layout service for West Penn Power 
Co’s sales promotion department. He 
succeeds the late C. M. Brand. 


Ebersole to Direct Lamp 
Sales for Westinghouse 


Announcement has been made of the 
appointment of Russell E. Ebersole as 
general manager of lamp sales for the 
Westinghouse Electric Corp, Bloomfield, 


































N. J. Mr Ebersole succeeds William J. 
Massey, who retired after 50 years with 
the company’s lamp division. 

Mr Ebersole takes over direction of 
the company’s lamp sales activities, in- 
cluding commercial engineering and ad- 
vertising and sales promotion. Since 
1944 he has been in charge of the 
Lamp Division field sales organization. 
Mr Ebersole is a member of the Illu- 
minating Engineering Society and of the 
Electrical and Gas Association of New 
York. 

Mr Massey was named general lamp 
sales manager in 1943. He previously 
had been assistant lamp sales manager; 
manager of the Northeastern District, 
New York, and production manager. 
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Thrailkill Elected to Head 
Northwest EL&P Assoc 


W. L. Thrailkill, the newly elected 
president of the Northwest Electric 
Light & Power Association, has been 
assistant general manager and a di- 
rector of the Washington Water Power 
Co since 1944. He is in charge of 
rates, sales, personnel, advertising, and 






















W. L. THRAILKILL 





all functions of customer and employee 
relations. 

After receiving his electrical engi- 
neering training at the University of 
Washington (BS in EE 1927), Thrail- 
kill taught for a short period of time 
at the university. He then entered the 
Washington Department of Public Serv- 
ice as assistant chief engineer. In 1933, 
he was hired by Washington Water 
Power to do rate and valuation work 
under its chief engineer. Later, he 
became manager of the Accounting and 
Research Department, which undertook 
the reclassification of accounts and 
complete valuation of the company. 

He is a member of Tau Beta Pi, 
Sigma Xi, and the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers. He is a past 
regional vice-president of the National 
Society of Professional Engineers and 
a past president of the Washington 
chapter. 


> Sruart W. Joun, formerly head of 
the rate and economic research depart- 
ment of Dallas Power & Light Co, 
Dallas, Tex, has joined the rate depart- 
ment of Ebasco Services Incorporated 
in the capacity of rate consultant. Mr 
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John had been identified in an engineer- 
ing capacity with the Philadelphia Elec- 
tric Co and others prior to 1927 when he 
joined the Dallas company, leaving this 
company in 1943 to enter military serv- 
ice. Immediately prior to joining 
Ebasco Services, he was senior civilian 
engineer of the U. S. Navy Air Naviga- 
tion Electronics Project at Charlestown, 


R. I. 


Sylvania Makes New Sales, 
Engineering Appointments 


Jouan C. Kromuourt has been ap- 
pointed manager of European sales for 
Sylvania Electric Products Inc. In his 
new position Mr Kromhout, who was 
born in Holland and has lived and 
worked in the major countries on the 
Continent, will supervise export sales 
and marketing activities for the Euro- 
pean territory. Joining Sylvania in 1943 
as lighting engineer and architectural 
consultant to the company’s Lighting 
Center, he has most recently supervised 
technical and applied lighting experi- 
ments in the Lighting Center. 

Appointment of Marcus A. ACHESON 
as chief engineer for the radio tube divi- 
sion has also been announced. Mr. Ache- 
son was formerly manager of the ad- 
vanced development department of the 
company’s central engineering labora- 
tories at Kew Gardens. He joined the 
company in 1934. Mr Acheson is a 
fellow of the Institute of Radio Engi- 
neers. Raymonp K. McCuintock has 
been made assistant to the chief engi- 
neer, radio tube division. Formerly en- 
gineering manager for the company’s 
international division, Mr McClintock 
joined the radio tube engineering de- 
partment in 1936. For his work in the 
development of the proximity fuse he 
received the Award for Exceptional 
Service from the Navy Bureau of 
Ordnance. 

Dr Henry H. Hausner has been ap- 
pointed a member of the staff of the 
company’s metallurgical research and 
development laboratories. A research 
associate and professor in the graduate 
division at New York University, Dr 
Hausner will specialize in powder metal- 
lurgy for application to electron tubes, 
lighting and special products. 

Paut S. Etuison has resigned as 
public relations director. For the time 
being Mr Ellison will devote himself 
to Control Systems for Management, 
a consulting firm in the field of whole- 


sale distribution, with offices in New 
York. 


> Paut Meissner has been appointed 
production manager of Marion Elec- 
trical Instrument Co, Manchester, N. H. 


Trumbull Appoints Dixey 
Merchandising Manager 


Announcement has been made by the 
Trumbull Electric Manufacturing Co, 
Plainville, Conn., a General Electric 
affiliate, of the appointment of W. B. 
Dixey, 3rd, as merchandising manager. 

Mr Dixey was formerly assistant ad- 





W. B. DIXEY 


vertising manager of Locke Incorpo- 
rated and before that connection was 
associated with the apparatus advertis- 
ing and sales promotion divisions of 
General Electric in Schenectady. 


> Dr Rosert D. Huntoon, assistant 
chief of the atomic physics division, 
National Bureau of Standards, has been 
made the recipient of the physical 
science award given by the Washington 
Academy of Sciences for 1947. Dr 
Huntoon was cited for his research in 
“the advancement of electronics and 
its application to other sciences and to 
modern ordnance.” 


> Joseru P. Grits, district commercial 
manager of the Pulaski District of the 
Appalachian Electric Power Co, has 
been made manager of the newly 
created Abingdon, Va., District. 


> H. Brain Greear, Atlanta, has been 
appointed General Electric application 
engineer on power systems for the 
southeastern district. The appointment 
was made to improve customer service 
on industrial and central station system 
planning. Mr Greear has been with the 
company since 1922. 


> Artten R. Rorta, formerly with the 
Bonneville Power Administration, has 
joined the Clark County PUD of Van- 
couver, Wash., as its chief engineer. 
The position formerly was held by 
Hucu WHISLER, now general superin- 
tendent. Mr Rotta was graduated from 


the University of Washington in 1929 
and has since spent six years with 
Puget Sound Power & Light Co, fiye 
years with Seattle City Light and six 
years with Bonneville, most recently as 
chief of the laboratory at the J. D. Ross 
substation near Vancouver. He also 
was employed at the Hanford Works 
by General Electric. 


Ohio Utility Makes Shifts 
in Operating Personnel 


Changes in the operating organization 
of the electric division of the Columbus 
& Southern Ohio Electric Co, Colum- 
bus, have been announced. 

The power department has been dis- 
solved and in its place a production de- 
partment, a substation department and 
a system operations department have 
been established. Each of these de- 
partments. report to the superintendent 
of electric operations, Columbus district. 

O. H. CLEVELAND has been appointed 
superintendent of production and C. D. 
PRICE superintendent of substations. L. 
B. Wueaton will continue in the ca- 
pacity of system operator. 

The engineering department is re- 
sponsible for the construction of all the 
generating plants of the company. D. 
H. Voce has been assigned to the en- 
gineering department and will serve in 
the capacity of senior mechanical engi- 
neer. As such Mr Vogel will follow, in 
behalf of the engineering department, 
all plant construction and _ improve- 
ments. 


OBITUARY 


> William J. Mahan, 55, past president 
of the International Association of Elec- 
trical Inspectors and electrical inspector 
of New Haven, Conn., died July 25 at 
his home in that city. Mahan was 4 
prominent national authority on elec- 
trical codes. He was instrumental in 
preparing and revising the national 
electric code of the National Fire Pro- 
tective Association. 


P Robert E. Newcomb, 64, former su- 
perintendent of the Deane Steam Pump 
Co, Holyoke, Mass., before its acquis! 
tion by Worthington Pump & Machinery 
Corp, died July 24 in Holyoke. He was 
prominent as a consulting industrial en- 
gineer and contributed to the develop- 
ment of variable speed motor designs 4$ 
well as to motor car evolution. 


> Bernard V. Swenson, 75, retired asso- 
ciate professor of electrical engineering; 
University of Wisconsin, died July 23. 
He was a graduate of the Universily of 
Illinois. 
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Wire Markers 


E-Z Cope Wire MarKeERrs, short, nar- 
row strips containing a wide selection 
of different code designations, are an- 
nounced by the Western Lithograph Co, 
600 E. Second St, Los Angeles, Calif. 
When the desired designation is se- 
lected, the marker is wrapped around 
the wire. It adheres fast without moist- 
ening. The designation on each marker 
is repeated to assure a clear, legible 
code always in sight. These quickly 
applied E-Z Code Wire Markers form a 
permanent, durable, non-fading, water- 
proof record of the electrical hook-up. 

E-Z Code Wire Markers are pre- 
printed in numbers 1 to 200, in letters of 
the alphabet and in the ASA and 
NEMA Codes. 





Lampholder Adjuster 


_ Tuts sprinc-action lampholder ad- 
juster, for fluorescent fixtures, produced 
by Allied Electric Products, Inc, Irv- 
ington, N. J., assures electrical contact 
and eliminates the possibility of falling 
lamps. The nickel-plated steel adjust- 
*fs, counteract the effects of vibration 
or fixture warpage by holding the lamp- 
holder rigidly. 

Easy to install on old or new fixtures, 
the units can be applied to any type of 
fluorescent lampholder. A screw driver 
is the only tool required. 
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NEW EQUIPMENT 


Fixture with Spotlight 


A TWO-LAMP fluorescent luminaire 
with matching single incandescent spot- 
lights is announced by Westinghouse 
Electric Corp, Box 1017, Pittsburgh 
30, Pa. It can be installed individually 
or in continuous rows. The new type 
CS-80 fluorescent luminaire and type 
SS-150 incandescent spotlight are in- 
tended for locations where lower illu- 
mination levels are needed than would 
be provided by continuous rows of 
four-lamp fixtures. 

The new fixtures are made so that 
spotlight sections can be installed be- 
tween adjacent fluorescent units to 
make completely tailored rows. Deco- 
rative end caps are used at the start and 
end of continuous rows or on both 
ends of the unit where individually 
mounted. The CS-80 is designed for 
direct mounting on the ceiling only. 





Vise Pliers 


NEW VISE PLIERS called “Gripso”, 
with an exclusive type of finger tip re- 
lease, jaw construction and double ac- 
tion adjusting screw is announced by 
H. R. Basford Co, 425 Second St, San 
Francisco, Calif. The new features are 
said to make it possible to quickly ad- 
just the tool for ratchet or plier action, 
to lock and release all with one hand, 
making it easily adaptable for use as a 
pliers, hand wise, nut wrench, pipe 
wrench or clamp and especially useful 
in hard-to-get-at-places. 

It is said to have gripping range from 
light pressure to over a ton and the new 
finger tip release, which enables the 
user to unlock the pliers from any posi- 
tion with one finger. 


Soldering Gun 


Two “LONGER REACH” soldering guns 
-8 in. and 12 in. units have been an- 
nounced by Weller Mfg Co, Easton, Pa. 
These two new models are said to offer 





many advantages by providing easy ac- 
cess to spots otherwise difficult to reach. 

Dual heat at 100 and 135 w is pro- 
vided on both new models. They operate 
on 115 v at 60 cycles. The guns have 
five second heating, built-in  trans- 
former, long life Flexitip prefocused 
spotlight and trigger switch. 


Light-Beam Wattmeter 


A LIGHT-BEAM WATTMETER giving 
readings in the low-wattage, low power 
factor ranges for frequencies of 25-3000c 
has been announced by General Elec- 
tric Co, Meter and Instrument Divisions, 
Schenectady 5, N. Y. 

Portable construction, high sensitiv- 
ity, and low instrument losses is said 
to make this unit applicable where con- 
ventional wattmeters and pivoted type 
dynamometers operate under definite 
limitations. 





The indicating element is built on the 
air-core electro-dynamic principle with 
a taut suspended air-dampened moving 


element. To further reduce eddy cur- 
rent and hysteresis losses, few metal 
parts are used, thus permitting accurate 
operation at the higher commercial fre- 
quencies. 

Full-scale wattage is indicated at 
power factors as low as .08, full-scale 
indication obtained at ratings as low as 
2 w for 120 v operation. 
















































































































































































































































































ELECTRICAL BUSINESS 


OUTLOOK 


POWER OUTPUT rose in July to the highest rate 
attained since February. Some gain normally takes 
place as summer wears on, but this year’s upswing 
is more than seasonal. Power use in June was 6% 
above 1947; in July, 9% above last year. Industrial 
production gained 4% over 1947 in June, probably 
more in July. One big reason for the gain: coal 
miners did not strike this summer. 


Continued rise in power sales seems likely as 1948 
wears on. Few observers can see any let-down in 
general business this year. With our labor force 
already fully employed, industrial production can- 
not rise spectacularly. But some increase will take 
place as the $7 billion worth of new facilities 
installed by American industry in the first half of ‘48 
begins to hum. Power output will have to keep pace. 


STEEL USERS are feeling the effects of a double- 
barreled price rise: 1. additional freight on incom- 
ing shipments resulting from f.o.b. pricing, 2. an 
average rise of over $9 per ton for steel itself. 


Most buyers were surprised at the size of the latest 
price increase. However, few will be badly pinched. 
In electrical appliances, cost of steel is a small pro- 
portion of total cost of the finished product. For 
example, 200-lb. of steel sheet are required to make 
a refrigerator. The added cost of $11 a ton on cold 
rolled sheets would, therefore, mean only about $1.10 
additional cost per refrigerator. 


The demand for such major appliances as refrigera- 
tors and stoves is still very strong. Cost increases 
could probably be passed on to consumers by higher 
retail prices. However, dealers have begun cutting 
prices on some of the smaller appliances and radios. 
In these cases, manufacturers will have to absorb 
the increase in cost. 


Utilities will probably be charged more for steel 
items used in their construction program. Here 
again, steel cost is only a fraction of completed cost. 


FEW AMERICANS WISH TO OWN SECURITIES. 
That's the finding of the Federal Reserve Board in a 
pioneer survey of individual investment preferences, 
According to the Board, only 9% of the nation’s 48.4 
million family spending units own corporate or mu- 
nicipal securities. The Board's experts estimate that 


30 


there are 6 million individual security holders, of 
whom 5.5 million own stocks. 


Corporate securities rank at the bottom of the pub- 
lic’s preference list for investments. While only 9% 
of the spending units interviewed held corporate 
securities, 78% owned life insurance and 39% homes, 


Even among families earning $7,500 and over, less 
than half own stocks or bonds. In the $4,000—$5,000 
range it's only 10% below that, negligible. But 
almost half the families in the under $1,000 bracket 
own some life insurance. 


About 38% of the spending units that own stocks and 
bonds have less than $1,000 worth. That makes them 
hardly more than casual investors. By contrast, only 
10% have invested as much as $25,000. 


Figures like these help explain why it is difficult 
to sell large blocks of new securities. Utility com- 
panies have found it relatively easy to market high 
grade bonds, because these are bought frequently 
by insurance companies. These institutions have the 
money which 78% of American families have put 
into life insurance. 


On the other hand, preferred stocks, and especially 
common stocks, require a broad market among the 
general public. So far, utilities have had little suc- 
cess even with preferred issues. That public interest 
in these securities is so low presents a real problem 
to the power industry, which requires such large 
amounts of capital in the immediate future. 


62% of those interviewed gave reasons why they 
would not buy common stocks. 26% felt they were 
not safe. 30% said they just weren't familiar with 
them. 60% had other reasons. 


These answers indicate that electric utilities might 
benefit if security dealers gave wider publicity to 
their stable earnings record. It’s possible that there 
are many potential buyers for utility stocks who 
know little or nothing about them. 


ELECTRIC POWER OUTPUT 
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